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The EuradScience network

• Initiated against the background of the first European 
Joint Programme on Radioactive Waste Management 
(EURAD), by means of an inaugural meeting held in 
Berlin in December 2019.

• International network of research organisations, 
currently about 40 Members, from 14 countries
– National research centres, universities, SMEs
– Good overlap with EURAD RE College (but we still want to

grow and improve representativeness, also towards LTPs)

• No formal governance; Executive group facilitating 
discussions promoting further development, and a 
chairperson

2



10th European Commission Conference on EURATOM Research and Training in Radioactive Waste Management
30 May - 3 June 2022 | Lyon, France

EuradScience goes further…!

• Final draft phase of a Terms of Reference
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• Setting up a formal collaboration mode
• Ensuring the continuity of the network
• Definition of working rules and

principles
• Providing the proper support to the

functioning of the RE College

• All research organisations welcome!
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EuradScience vision and ambition
• To maintain a holistic view of relevant scientific disciplines, 

to provide scientific excellence to advance the progress of 
national radioactive waste management programmes, and 
to assure scientific credibility and leadership and by this 
contribute to societal acceptability of waste management 
concepts.

• EuradScience carries the ambition to provide scientific and
technical expertise and excellence in the light of the ever-
advancing state of knowledge over the many tens of years
of project operation until repository closure. We foster
innovation and novel solutions, in view of optimisation, 
improved durability and sustainability.
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EuradScience connection to EURAD

• Within the frame of EURAD, research organisations are 
invited to reflect on an interesting dilemma: “The science is 
settled” (allowing to move forward when implementing
solutions) vs “The intrinsic progressive nature of science” 
(the quest for new knowledge, more insights, reduced
uncertainties)

• EuradScience fosters efforts to promote integration of 
scientific results into larger framework of radioactive waste 
management & disposal
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EuradScience – a KM leadership network

• EURADSCIENCE emphasises that research organisations
have specific (statutory) missions, capabilities and 
competencies, including exercise of leadership on 
knowledge management:
– Unique infrastructures including URLs and specialized nuclear 

facilities allowing to work on highly radioactive substances.
• Such facilities should remain available, accessible and well maintained. 

We encourage discussions of how EURAD can support these unique 
infrastructures to help them remain sustainable in the long term. Such 
infrastructures should be a fully integrated component of the EURAD 
training and mobility work packages. 

– Research organisations are generally recognized as national or 
international centres of expertise, providing specialized 
training for all actors within radioactive waste management
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EuradScience – a KM leadership network

• EURADSCIENCE emphasises that research organisations have 
specific missions, capabilities and competencies, including 
exercise of leadership on knowledge management:
– Research organizations function and progress in a spirit of peer review, 

which has so far proven to be the most important, durable and robust 
form of transfer and advancement of knowledge. 
• We encourage that important output documents (like SOTA documents) follow 

the peer review process and are published in scientific publication format
– Research organisations are prime players in training the next 

generation of radioactive waste management experts through 
contributing to PhD and MSc programmes.
• EURAD is a unique platform for PhD students to take stock of the overall 

spectrum and framework of radwaste mgmt activities
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EuradScience – Conclusions
• Research organisations play central role within radioactive waste management 

knowledge and competence preservation, transfer and further development. 
• The unique facilities the EuradScience community is operating should be 

maximally exploited, while initiatives taken to maintain, update and modernize 
these facilities should be explored.

• Young researchers should be actively supported – they will be the driving force 
for future implementation of optimized waste management solutions. We 
welcome also WMO and TSO input during training of these young researchers.

• Numerous (key) experts potentially supporting EURAD’s KM programme are 
accessible through EuradScience, but we should be more active in engaging 
them – explaining benefits (personal and for the organization). 
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• Thank you very much for your attention! 
• Keep supporting EuradScience!
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